10 reasons why a carbon price works for you, Australia and the planet
There's so much negative press about the carbon price it's hard to know what to believe. Environment Victoria supports the Clean Energy Future carbon price package as a first and historic step forward on climate action.

Here are 10 top reasons why you should also SAY YES to a carbon price.

1. Climate change is real, we need to address it before it's too late.
Climate change threatens to change the face of the world forever. We know that the decisions we make now will impact on the future of our kids and future generations.

We know that we need to rapidly reduce our carbon pollution. A carbon price is a cheap and effective way to reduce emissions as it creates a financial incentive for big polluting industries to cut pollution and innovate. A carbon price will make a real difference and begin our transition to a sustainable, low pollution economy,

2. The carbon price package will definitely reduce carbon Pollution
The carbon price will directly lead to at least 160 million tonnes less carbon pollution each year up to 2020. That's the equivalent of taking 45 million cars off the road. 
The Clean Energy Future proposal will increase our carbon pollution reduction target for 2050 from 60% to 80% on 2000 levels. With all the mud slinging and politicking going on in

Canberra, at the end of the day what we all want to know is whether the carbon price is actually going to make a difference?! A carbon price will deliver long-term carbon pollution reductions for the first time in our country's history.
3. Australia's 500 biggest polluters have to pay. lndividuals, like you don't.
The carbon price makes the top 500 polluting corporations pay for every tonne of pollution they create. They can reduce how much they pay by reducing their energy usage, increasing their efficiency or switching to cleaner sources of energy. Big polluting

industries will start by paying $23 per tonne of pollution and this will rise over the years.

A carbon price works because industries will find innovative new ways to reduce pollution - making it one of the most efficient and effective way to reduce emissions.
4. Households will be fully compensated for any price impacts
While the carbon price is not on individuals, companies may pass some of the costs through to consumers. To ensure struggling households are not hit with yet another increase in bills, at least half of the revenue raised from the big polluters will be used to cut income taxes and increase pension and income support payments.
Low-income households and pensioners should actually be better off in pure dollar terms. These households will get assistance that is at least 20% more than their average price impact. Middle income households should be no worse off.
The average weekly cost of living increase for each household will be about $9.90. On average, households will receive $10.10 per week in assistance.
5. Our dirtiest power plants will be retired
Along with the carbon price there are funds to retire up to 3 of our most polluting power stations by 2020. Environment Victoria has been working hard to convince the government that our least-efficient and dirtiest power stations, such as Hazelwood, should be replaced with renewable energy. This campaign has finally paid off.

6. $10 billion will be invested in renewable energy leading to new jobs and growth

While our dirtiest coal-fired power stations are retired, renewable energy such as solar, geothermal and wind energy will be expanding. $10 billion of funding over five years for renewable energy project financing will begin the transformation to a cleaner, more sustainable economy.
7. lt creates $946 million for a biodiversity fund
A new $946 million Biodiversity fund will support restoration and management of high conservation value areas, prevent the spread of invasive species and help protect carbon stores. This is an unprecedented investment in biodiversity and is very welcome.

8. lt will create jobs
Research shows that Australia could create more than 770,000 extra jobs by 2030 by taking strong action now to reduce pollution. The jobs identified are not just "clean energy" jobs, but new jobs in traditional industries such as agriculture, mining, manufacturing and the services sector.
The carbon price package will create a $1.2 billion Clean Technology Program to support manufacturing jobs and small business through accelerated tax write-offs and energy efficiency programs.

9. Australia is an important country globally. This carbon price package will make a big difference to international efforts to reduce Carbon pollution. 
Australia is amongst the top 20 most polluting countries and we are the highest carbon polluters per person. What we do does matter to the world and Australia has been influential in the United Nations negotiations on climate change.

By implementing a carbon price we will be joining 31 European Countries which have had a carbon price since 2005, New Zealand and major US states such as California (which has a bigger economy than Australia) that have moved to put a price on carbon pollution.

Even China will run a carbon price pilot in key provinces as part of its current five year plan and India already has a coal tax.
10. Actions you can take

Save money around the home, and save the environment.
By taking some simple actions at home, you can save energy, cut pollution and stop your energy bills from rising.

For example, it is estimated that for a family of four, in just one year you could save around:

· $90 by washing clothes in cold rather than hot water

· over $400 by replacing an electric hot water system with a solar hot water system

· $180 by getting rid of the second fridge

· $55 by using a clothesline instead of an electric dryer once a week

· $100 by switching off appliances at the power point.

In addition, if you choose to buy accredited green power, the associated pollution reduction you create will be additional to government pollution reductions targets. So your actions do count.

GET INVOLVED
We know that millions of people across Australia want action to cut pollution. But right now, the shock jocks, climate denialists and the big polluters are creating a massive fear campaign.

Please join Environment Victoria in showing support for the price on pollution package and make your voice heard in this important debate.

· Say YES to a price on pollution by signing up to the campaign at www.sayyesaustralia.org.au

· Email your local Federal MP. Tell them you support the carbon price package. Find their details at www.aph.gov.au/house/members/index.htm

· Call the Prime Minister's office to tell her you support the package: phone 02 6277 7700

· Find out more about our campaign at www.environmentvictoria.org.au

Australians can achieve great things when we put our minds to it. If we decide to cut pollution and build clean energy, we'll make a success of it!
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