March 27th, 2009
Dear Mr Costello,

We have visited today (joining many other communities around Australia who are visiting their Federal MP’s) to express our significant concerns to you, for the proposed CPRS legislation.
The structure of the scheme has been widely criticised, including by the Government's previously appointed climate change policy adviser for the following reasons: 

· The unconditional greenhouse target of 5% reduction by 2020 is tiny and far lower than the 25% to 40% target range flagged at the United Nations Bali Convention on climate change in 2008. 

· It encourages the growth of highly polluting Energy Intensive Trade Exposed (EITE) industries (such as aluminium smelters) by allocating them 25% of permits free of charge, increasing to 45% by 2020. This is in direct conflict with the recommendations in Garnaut's final report. 

· Free permits are given to coal power over the first 5 years. This provides windfall profits to polluters and encourages dirty coal power to continue in the short term. 

· Permits are property rights instead of temporary licences. This means that polluters who get them will be paid compensation in the future if more stringent emission reductions are introduced. 

· There is no limit on overseas offsets, so Australia's emissions could increase and emission permits bought from overseas to "offset" them. 

· There is a high risk that there will be limited investment a green economy. We will be left behind.
· The cap on the CO2 price of around $40/tonne for the first 5 years excludes renewable energy in the absence of other incentives. 

· The high "cap" is also a "floor" so emission reductions by households are simply on sold by power stations to other polluters, resulting in no actual emission reductions. 

There are significant flaws and we are asking you, as our Federal representative, to stop this legislation from passing. The government has to go back to the drawing board to get it right. 
We are facing a climate emergency.

Regards,

Sue Pratt

John O’Donnell

Dimity Williams

Lona Parry

Astrid Kruse-Thorpe

